Ethical dimensions of the care of patients with glaucoma.
The thesis of this report is that ethical considerations frequently take precedence over other considerations in the care of patients with glaucoma. This relates at least partially to the still incomplete knowledge regarding the diagnosis and management of patients with glaucoma. The surest way to avoid damaging patients on the basis of incorrect information is to make certain that we recall the fallibility of our knowledge and that we listen to the patient with all our attention, so that we can truly hear who he or she is and what it is that he or she needs or wants. In so doing not only do we have the best chance to respect the patient's autonomy, but to avoid doing harm and to be active in helping. These are ethical, not technical considerations.